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SUBJECT: SUDANESE STAND ON MIDEAST 
REF: KHARTOUM 0585 

1 . DURING CONVERSATION WITH FONOPP USEC MIRGHANI THIS 
MORNING, AMBASSADOR REPERRED TO DAUDI'S RECENT VISIT 
HERE AND SAID HE HAD BEEN SOMEWHAT PUZZLED BY PRESS 
REPORTING OP NIMEIRI’S COMMENTS (REFTEL). MIRGHANI, 

WHO HAD TO BE REMINDED WHO DAUDI WAS, SAID HE HAD NOT 
BEEN PRESENT AT MEETING AND WAS UNAWARE CONTEXT IN WHICH 
NIMEIRI HAD BEEN SPEAKING. HE EMPHASIZED, HOWEVER, 

THAT SETTLED GOS POLICY WITH RESPECT MIDEAST ISSUE WAS 
THAT MAJOR POLICY INITIATIVES SHOULD NOT BE TAKEN BY STATES 
PAR REMOVED PROM SCENE OP ACTION. I SAID THIS HAD BEEN 
MY UNDERSTANDING WHICH WAS WHY I WAS PUZZLED BY NIMEIRI'S 
REPORTED VIEWS. MIRGHANI AGREED SOME ARAB COUNTRIES 
MIGHT NOT PULLY ENDORSE SADAT'S CURRENT POLICY BUT 
OPINED THAT THIS DID NOT WORRY SADAT. 

2. I TOLD MIRGHANI THAT RECENT PAT AH RAID ON TEL AVIV 
COULD HARDLY HAVE OCCURRED AT MORE INOPPORTUNE TIME. 

IT WAS DIPPICULT SEE HOW ISRAELIS COALD BE EN- 
COURAGED TO TALK WITH PLO WHEN PLO'S RIGHT ARM WAS 
TAKING SUCH PROVOCATIVE ACTIONS. MIRGHANI SAID HE PULLY 
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EXTREMISTS COULD ONLY BE DEPLORED. HE WAS PLEASED 
WHEN I TOLD HIM THAT SECRETARY HAD NEVER SEEN ISRAELIS 
MORE SERIOUS OR MORE CONCERNED THAN IN THIS ROUND OE 
NEGOTIATIONS (IPS DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT IN MARCH 1 1 
WIRELESS EILE). 

3. COMMENT: MIRGHANI'S REITERATION OF BASIC SUDANESE 
POLICY IS NOT ENTIRELY REASSURING. IT STILL SEEMS TO US 
THAT NIMEIRI MAY BE TRYING CARRY WATER ON BOTH SHOULDERS. 

EORTUNATELY THIS ATTITUDE ON PART SUDAN PROBABLY MAKES NO 
DIEFERENCE IN EGYPTIAN CALCULATIONS. 

BREWER 
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